Katrin Althans, David Kern, Beate Neumeier (Eds.)

Migrant Australia

From Botany Bay to Manus Island



Vol. 15

K ONZEPTE

O RIENTIERUNGEN
A BHANDLUNGEN
L EKTUREN

A USTRALIEN

S TUDIEN

Eine Schriftenreihe
im Auftrag der Gesellschaft
fiir Australienstudien e.V.

herausgegeben von

Boris Braun (Koln)

Kylie Crane (Rostock)

Barbara Schmidt-Haberkamp (Bonn)
Gerhard Stilz (Tiibingen)

Geschiftsfiihrender Herausgeber
Boris Braun



Katrin Althans, David Kern, Beate Neumeier (Eds.)

Migrant Australia

From Botany Bay to Manus Island

Lt Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier



Migrant Australia: From Botany Bay to Manus Island /
Katrin Althans, David Kern, Beate Neumeier (Eds.).-
Trier: WVT Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier, 2022
(KOALAS; Vol. 15)
ISBN 978-3-86821-935-7

Cover image: Port Arthur. Photo by Katrin Althans, 2006

Cover design: Brigitta Disseldorf

© WVT Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier, 2022
ISBN 978-3-86821-935-7

No part of this book, covered by the copyright hereon,
may be reproduced or used in any form or by any means
without prior permission of the publisher.

WVT Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier
Bergstralle 27, 54295 Trier

Postfach 4005, 54230 Trier

Tel.: (0651) 41503, Fax: (0651) 41504
Internet: http://www.wvttrier.de
E-Mail: wvt@wvttrier.de



Acknowledgements

The present volume is a collection of selected and expanded papers presented at the
biennial conference ‘Australian Perspectives on Migration’ of the German Association
for Australian Studies in Diisseldorf, from 04 October to 06 October 2018. We would
like to thank all assistants and especially Miriam Hinz and Ozlem Saral for their hard
work and enthusiasm in making this conference a success.

The conference was kindly supported by the German Research Foundation (DFG) and
the ‘Gesellschaft von Freunden und Forderern der HHU’ (GFFU). We would also like
to express our sincere gratitude to the series editors for their patience, their diligent
reading of the manuscripts, and their guidance throughout the process of producing
this volume.

Of course, we also extent our thanks to Dr. Erwin Otto and the entire team at the Wissen-
schaftlicher Verlag Trier (WVT) for their support, guidance, and patience.

We acknowledge and pay respect to the past, present, and future Traditional Custo-
dians and Elders and the continuation of cultural, spiritual, and educational practices of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.






Contents

Katrin Althans, David Kern, and Beate Neumeier

Migrant Australia: An Introduction ...........cccceeeveviiecieniieneecienieninens

1. Discourses of the Theoretical

Bill Ashcroft

On Postnational Belonging ...........cccccevveviieviencieneeninienieeee e

Sneja Gunew
Neo-Cosmopolitan Mediators: Australian Im/Em/Migrant Writers

Interrogate Museums of Identity ..........ccoecveveevieeienienieiecieseeiee

II. Discourses of the Political and State Actors

Derya Ozkul and Sitarah Mohammadi
A History of Immigration in Australia:

From Colonisation to Externalisation of Asylum .........ccccccceevuenen.

Jamal Barnes

Vulnerability and Resistance in Australian Immigration Detention

Matthew Zagor

Between Law and Grace: Refugee Resettlement and the Logic

of Australian Generosity .........cceeeeveerierieerieeieneeireeeeseeseeesaeseeenees

II1. Discourses of the Historical

Louise Thatcher

Policing the Border in Early White Australia .........cccccceeveeevenveennnnee.

Stefanie Affeldt
A Japanese Galen Down Under: Doctor Suzuki, Broome,

and the Intricacies of ‘White Australia’ ...........ccoccoevveviviiiinreeinennns



Tihana Klepac¢

What the Mischief is this (Immigrant) Bonnet Doing Here?
Mary Helena Fortune in the Age of Australian Nationalist Metanarrative .............. 117

IV. Discourses of the Cultural and Storyfication

Victoria Herche

‘Boat People’ in Australian Cinema:

The Missing Boat in Khoa Do’s Mother Fish (2009) .......cccoeioirirenineneieee e 133
David Kern

Being Muslim, Being Australian: Aspects of Literary Activism

in Randa Abdel-Fattah’s Young Adult FiCtion ........cccccocevieniniinieniiienienceeee 147
Lina Pranaityté

Kriol Kitchen in Australia: Migration, Recipes and Inclusive Cookbooks .............. 163

Coda: Activists’ Voices

Celine Yap

Australia and the World: Refugee Policies and Strategies —
Interview with Elaine Pearson ..........cccccoccievirienieniiiiiieneeieceseene e 179

The ContribDULOTS ........ovvveiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee ettt e e e e 189



Migrant Australia: An Introduction

Katrin Althans, David Kern, and Beate Neumeier

From Botany Bay to Manus Island

“Australia is an immigration country by design,” argue Hein de Haas, Stephen Castles,
and Mark J. Miller in the current edition of their book The Age of Migration, “originat-
ing in British colonial settlement” (191). They continue to give a concise overview of
the history of immigration to Australia from its start as a penal colony to present-day
policies of ‘extra-territorial asylum processing.” The title of our volume, Migrant Aus-
tralia, seems to suggest a similar trajectory, as the contributions included here also
focus on events and developments of immigration from 1788 up to the current asylum
regime, From Botany Bay to Manus Island. This focus on post-1788 Australia, how-
ever, runs the risk of once again granting 1788 the status of a watershed moment at
which history was introduced to a hitherto pre-historical continent.' It neglects earlier
migratory processes involving Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples: as ar-
chaeological evidence and recent studies have shown, Australia was peopled by early
humans as early as 60,000 years ago (Clarkson et al. 309) who did not come there by
chance, but by “intentional and directed voyaging” (Bird et al. 6). Yet this early migra-
tion is part of what Ann McGrath refers to as deep history, “an epoch of immense, ar-
guably history-defying duration” (1), and as such lacks the political dimensions of mi-
gration in modern history in general, and post-1788 migration in Australia in particu-
lar, which still perceptibly resonate today and which we would like to address in this
volume. With this editorial decision we do not want to ignore an Indigenous Australian
“sense of the past as an immediate part of a living contemporary landscape” (McGrath
4), rather, we want to acknowledge the catastrophic disruption colonization brought to
Indigenous Australia.

Only 2.8 % of the Australian population identified as being of Aboriginal and/or Torres
Strait Islander origin as at 9 August 2016 (Australian Bureau of Statistics, “Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Population”). As at 23 April 2021, an estimated 29.8 % of
the Australian population were born overseas, which amounts to over 7.6 million mi-
grants living in Australia today as compared to an estimated 18 million people being
born in Australia (Australian Bureau of Statistics, “Migration, Australia”). In terms of
cultural diversity, Census data show that people who stayed in Australia on Census
night (9 August 2016) identify with over 300 ancestries, among which Anglo-Saxon

1 The very concept of defining anything predating written records as pre-history is a product of co-
lonial bias against non-European histories: already contested in the 1970s (cf. McCall 733-34),
the term pre-history perpetuates the depiction of Indigenous cultures as primitive and frozen in
time and needs thus to be discarded altogether.
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ancestries (English, Australian, Irish, and Scottish) and Chinese ancestry are the five
leading ancestries people named (Australian Bureau of Statistics, “Cultural Diversity
Data Summary”). In 2019, England and China also ranked first and second as coun-
tries of birth of residents born overseas (Australian Bureau of Statistics, “Migration,
Australia”). The bare numbers collected here function as statistical illustration of two
decisive moments in Australian immigration history, one being British colonialism and
the subsequent dispossession, attempted assimilation, and near annihilation of Austra-
lia’s Indigenous population, the other being the White Australia policy which specifi-
cally targeted Asian immigrants, as Stefanie Affeldt and Louise Thatcher closely ana-
lyze in their contributions to this volume. The trajectory of Australian immigration his-
tory and its shifting and changing political background over time is covered in depth in
Derya Ozkul and Sitarah Mohammadi’s contribution, which aims to trace the many
complicated and troubling links between the moment of invasion and contemporary
policy regimes.

Migrant Australia thus seems to be meticulously — one is even tempted to say obses-
sively — mapped in statistics of countries of origin and of cultural groups. Signifi-
cantly, those statistics are based on a seemingly clear-cut definition of who is con-
sidered a migrant or who has migrant ancestry in Australia: those born overseas (first-
generation Australians)’ and those who do not identify as being of Aboriginal and/or
Torres Strait Islander People origin, respectively.’ The Australian Bureau of Statistics
provides us with categories, and, as de Haas, Castles, and Miller remind us, “Catego-
ries are essential tools for understanding migration” — but, they go on, “the uncritical
use of categories can also be a source of confusion and distortion” (21). It is the choice
and use of categories which puts a bias on what seem neutral and unprejudiced data.
Two cases in point are, first, the history of asking for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is-
lander origin, a question that before the 1971 Census was used “to exclude them from
population estimates for each state/territory,” which is why there are no detailed cross-
analyses available for Indigenous people in earlier Censuses (Australian Bureau of
Statistics, “Indigenous Status (INGP)”). Similarly, second, the seemingly clear-cut cate-
gory “Australian Born” needs to be considered in relation to changes in “the definition
of geographic Australia” (Australian Bureau of Statistics, “Australian Born™). The
categories ‘Australian born’ and ‘Ancestry’ do equip us with analytical data to de-
scribe the development of and current situation in migrant Australia, but the bare cate-
gories fail to tell us about the (hi)stories and discursive practices, the structures of
power to determine and police (un)belonging behind both data and categorization.

2 According to the Census glossary, data of people who are not born in Australia and who intend to
stay in Australia for more than one year are analysed through the variable “Year of Arrival in
Australia” (Australian Bureau of Statistics, “Year of Arrival in Australia (YARP)”).

3 Available Census information shows no cross-analysis of people who identify as being of both
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander People origin and non-Indigenous ancestry. Any informa-
tion available on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People is related to other sets of data, such
as age, housing, education, place of residence etc. (cf. Australian Bureau of Statistics, “Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Population”).





