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Introduction: Cherishing the Past,
Envisioning the Future. Entangled Practices of Heritage
and Utopia in the Americas

OLAF KALTMEIER, MIRKO PETERSEN, WILFRIED RAUSSERT,
JULIA ROTH

Abstract

In the introduction to this edited volume, we reflect on heritage,
utopia, and questions of temporality in light of recent changes in the
Americas, that is to say the rise to power of several right-wing gov-
ernments. We argue that the focus of analysis should not simply be
on changes of government, but rather on long-term transformations
which have an impact of temporal imaginaries in the hemisphere.
Finally, we present the contributions to this volume.

Heritage and Utopia

The objective of this edited volume is to shed light on questions of
temporality in the Americas. In this regard, “heritage” and “utopia”
are key terms used to explore the cultural, social, historical, and po-
litical entanglements within the Americas and their relation to co-
loniality, modernity, and contemporary neoliberal globalization.

The last decades have witnessed a heritage boom. The concept
can be found in a variety of different contexts (for Latin America,
see Kaltmeier and Rufer 2016; for music heritage in the Americas,
see Raussert 2021a). Heritage has played a central role for the poli-
tics of memory (da Silva Catela and Foley 2019), production of
knowledge, standardization of language, establishment of power
and hierarchy, distribution of land and urban space, identity politics,
and the conceptualization of time (e.g., Western, indigenous, Afri-
can). Heritage politics dictate social and cultural norms, shape the
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development of urban and natural environment, and define and re-
define narratives of memory and history.

Utopia is a key trope for the very imagination of “America/
América”' and supported both foundational narratives and indepen-
dence movements in the Americas. Anibal Quijano and Immanuel
Wallerstein differentiate the utopian foundation of the Americas by
emphasizing the differences that lie within utopian conceptualiza-
tions: North America’s “utopia of social equality and liberty” and
Latin America’s indigenous “utopia of reciprocity, solidarity, and
direct democracy” (Quijano and Wallerstein 1992, 556-557). Utopia
is at the base of national, transnational, Pan-American, and imperial
visions. It formed the base for Barack Obama’s promotion of new
pluralist cosmopolitan imaginaries in the United States and pro-
pelled Evo Morales’s push for an indigenous multicultural vision of
society in Bolivia. Utopia looms large behind Justin Trudeau’s gov-
ernment of diversity in Canada and has continued to nourish protest,
resistance, and dissident attitudes toward the social, along with the
creation of alternative communal forms. Utopian visions spurred the
Zapatista movement in Mexico and the Occupy Movement in the
U.S, as well as the current Black Lives Matter movement.

Questions of Temporality in the Light of Recent Changes
in the Americas

Recent changes in the Americas have triggered new debates on tem-
porality. The progressive cycle linked to governments like the ones
of Barack Obama in the United States, Néstor Kirchner and Cristina
Fernandez de Kirchner in Argentina, Lula da Silva and Dilma Rous-
seff in Brazil, and Rafael Correa in Ecuador has come to an end;
other governments of the so-called pink tide in Latin America, like
the one of Nicolds Maduro in Venezuela, are only a shadow of what
they used to be. A new shift to the right goes along with a longing

1 On the term “America,” cf. Rinke 2019; on the gender dimension of the
term, cf. Roth 2014.





