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2 Shakespeare's Globe, Global Shakespeares 
the Caribbean and India. The linguistic aspect of these Shakespeare adapta-tions is significant – performing/adapting Shakespeare in a 'foreign' language not only calls attention to the imperial histories of English as an administrative and mercantile language; it also establishes a transcultural framework that critically reflects how the different cultures and histories of the British colo-nies were forcefully yoked together under one lingua franca. This produced its own internal tensions in the British Empire, especially on the Indian subconti-nent, which has had an especially complex relationship to Shakespeare due to the playwright's standing as the literary and cultural icon of the Empire. When I started working on this study, I was confronted with the task of how to deal with the enormous variety and sheer number of Shakespearean rewrit-ings that exist all over the world.2 My attempt to map the terrain is therefore necessarily selective and inevitably limited; nevertheless, rather than aiming at a comprehensive overview of the phenomenon of Shakespeare as a global playwright, I am more interested in exploring the dynamics and methodolo-gies of adapting Shakespeare's plays in specific postcolonial contexts – for in-stance, in India or Canada. I also examine the significance of transformations in genre (from Shakespeare's source drama to the target text in the genre of the novel, poem and drama) and differences in cultural and national settings. Significantly, some of these adaptations were written or produced during a time when independence movements were at their peak or when processes of decolonisation had already begun and writers felt a need to "write back" to the former British Empire via its foremost literary/dramatic icon. It is therefore unsurprising that many of the adaptations are based on Shakespeare's The 
Tempest and Othello, two plays that have lent themselves particularly well to postcolonial interpretations of issues such as linguistic and cultural imperial-ism, slavery, the figure of the racial Other/the black body in a dominantly white culture, and black masculinity vs. white femininity. Nevertheless, one must also acknowledge the number of adaptations that have moved beyond the gesture of "writing back" – some of these works have only used Shake-speare's source text as 'inspiration' and a starting point for their own transcul-tural hybrid writings. Although this study focuses on 20th century Anglophone adaptations of Shake-speare's plays, these can be usefully read alongside and against earlier Fran-cophone and Latino transatlantic works from the 19th century that had already 
                                             2  For an overview and a discussion of Anglo-American Shakespeare adaptations for the theatre, see Prießnitz 1980. 
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