
 
 

Josef Raab & Saskia Hertlein (Eds.) 
 
 
 
 

Spaces—Communities—Discourses 

Charting Identity and Belonging in the Americas 

 
  



 

 

INTER-AMERICAN STUDIES 
Cultures – Societies – History 

ESTUDIOS INTERAMERICANOS 
Culturas – Sociedades – Historia 

 

 

Volume 15 
 

 

 

 

Series Editors: 

Josef Raab  
(North American Studies, University of Duisburg-Essen) 

Sebastian Thies  
(Latin American Studies and Media Studies, University of Tübingen)  

Olaf Kaltmeier  
(Transnational History of the Americas, Bielefeld University) 

 

 

Editorial Board: 

Luzelena Gutiérrez de Velasco (Colegio de México) 
María Herrera-Sobek (University of California at Santa Barbara) 

Djelal Kadir (Pennsylvania State University) 
Gary Francisco Keller (Arizona State University) 
Carmen Martínez Novo (University of Kentucky) 

Olga Ries (Universidad Alberto Hurtado) 
Stefan Rinke (Free University of Berlin) 



 

Josef Raab & Saskia Hertlein (Eds.) 
 
 
 
 

Spaces—Communities—Discourses 

Charting Identity and Belonging 

in the Americas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Bilingual Press / Editorial Bilingüe 

Copublished by  

Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier 



 

Spaces—Communities—Discourses 
Charting Identity and Belonging in the Americas /  
Josef Raab & Saskia Hertlein (Eds.). – 
(Inter-American Studies | Estudios Interamericanos; 15) 
Trier : WVT Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier, 2016 

ISBN 978-3-86821-590-8 
Tempe, AZ : Bilingual Press / Editorial Bilingüe, 2016 

ISBN 978-1-939743-13-8 
 
Cover Image: “American Spaces” (2010) © Josef Raab 
Cover Design: Brigitta Disseldorf 
 
 
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
Names: Raab, Josef, editor. | Hertlein, Saskia, editor.  
Title: Spaces-communities-discourses : charting identity and belonging in the  
   Americas / Josef Raab & Saskia Hertlein (eds.).  
Description: Tempe, AZ : Bilingual Press/Editorial Bilingüe, 2016.   
Series: Inter-American studies ; volume 15 | Includes bibliographical references  
   and index.  
Identifiers: LCCN 2015037731 | ISBN 9781939743138 (alk. paper)  
Subjects: LCSH: Identity (Psychology) in mass media. | Multiculturalism in  
   mass media. | Mass media and culture--North America. | Mass media and 
   culture--South America.  
Classification: LCC P96.I34 S73 2015 | DDC 306.097--dc23  
LC record available at http://lccn.loc.gov/2015037731 
 
 
© WVT Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier, 2016 
 
No part of this book, covered by the copyright hereon,  
may be reproduced or used in any form or by any means  
without prior permission of the publisher. 

 

Publisher: 
WVT Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier 
Postfach 4005, 54230 Trier  
Bergstraße 27, 54295 Trier 
Tel. 0049 651 41503, Fax 41504 
http://www.wvttrier.de 
wvt@wvttrier.de 

Copublisher: 
Bilingual Press / Editorial Bilingüe 
Hispanic Research Center  
Arizona State University  
PO Box 875303 
Tempe, AZ 85287-5303 
http://www.asu.edu/brp 
brp@asu.edu 



 
 

Acknowledgments 

Many of the essays collected in this volume originated as presentations given at the 
First Biennial Conference of the International Association of Inter-American Studies, 
“Transnational Americas: Difference, Belonging, Identitarian Spaces,” which was held 
at the University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany November 11 to 13, 2010. Many thanks 
to all who made that conference possible: Catrin Bengesser, Alexandra Berlina, Tanja 
Coen, Philipp Diedrich, Ines Fricke-Groenewold, Stefanie Gabriel, Birte W. Horn, 
Johanne Luzyn, Alexia Schemien, the School of Humanities at the University of Duis-
burg-Essen (Fakultät für Geisteswissenschaften), and the German Research Foun-
dation (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft).  

For their insightful contributions we would like to thank all contributors to this 
volume. We are grateful for their patience and professionalism as well as for their en-
gagement in the exciting field of Inter-American Studies, which looks beyond national 
borders in approaching Western Hemisphere issues. The manuscripts were checked 
and formatted by Christina Axmacher, Alexander Greiffenstern, and Corinna Roth. 
We are indebted to them for their diligent work.  

This inter-American book series would not be possible without the support of Dr. 
Erwin Otto and his team at Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier and Dr. Gary Francisco 
Keller and his team at Bilingual Press/Editorial Bilingüe. Their belief in the promises 
of Inter-American Studies as well as the critical engagement of a growing number of 
scholars with an openness to hemispheric thinking has paved the way toward research 
of the Americas as an interconnected space. Our volume seeks to offer some food for 
thought in rethinking the Americas in terms of spaces, communities, and discourses.   

 



 
 



 
 

CONTENTS 

 
 
SASKIA HERTLEIN AND JOSEF RAAB  
Introduction: Spaces, Communities, and Discourses in Inter-American Studies  .........  1 

I.   SPACES 

JOSEF RAAB 
Megacity Mazes: Tangles and Violence in Cidade de Deus,  
Amores perros, and Crash  .........................................................................................  23 

MINNI SAWHNEY 
Mexican-U.S. Border Literature and the Narco Novel  ...............................................  51 

SOPHIA A. MCCLENNEN 
Life in the Red Zone; Or, the Geographies of Neoliberalism  .....................................  67 

HORST TONN 
“Can anyone tell me what time it is?”—Time and the Future  
in Rubén Martínez’s The Other Side  ..........................................................................  87 

ANTJE DIETERICH 
Conceptions of Indigeneity in the Border Space Mexico/USA— 
Or, Becoming Indigenous in Aztlán  .........................................................................  101 

ALEXIA SCHEMIEN 
“You people used to be conquistadors, for Christ’s sake”:  
An Inter-American Perspective on Breaking Bad  ....................................................  117 

II. COMMUNITIES 

ALLAN SMITH 
Conceptualizing Identitarian Complexity in the Geolinguistic Regions  
of the Western Hemisphere: The Spanish-, Portuguese-, and  
English-speaking Americas on Common Analytical Ground  ..................................  139 

GONZALO PORTOCARRERO 
The Dynamcis of Cultural (Dis)Encounter: The Rise of Sendero Luminoso as a 
Paradigmatic Case for a Dialogue Between the ‘Global’ and the ‘Local’  ................  179 



 

MARGARITA LÓPEZ MAYA 
Communal Councils: Analyzing the Perceptions of Participants in Caracas  ...........  187 

KATHRIN LUCKMANN DE LOPEZ 
The Role of Language for Indexing Ethnic Identity in Short Stories  
by Mary Helen Ponce ...............................................................................................  205 

INSA NEUMANN 
Dropping the Hyphen: American Identity Construction in  
The Hyphenated Family  ...........................................................................................  233 

BIRTE W. HORN 
An Interview with Chicana Writer and Performer Monica Palacios  ........................  251 

SASKIA HERTLEIN 
Inter-American Identities in Contemporary Coming-of-Age Fiction  .......................  263 

III. DISCOURSES 

CARMEN MARTÍNEZ NOVO 
The Twenty-first-Century Left in Latin America and Indigenous Rights  ................  281 

FRANK ERIK POINTNER 
The Construction of a Latin American Diaspora in Gilbert Hernandez’s  
Graphic Novels  ........................................................................................................  301 

YOLANDA MELGAR PERNÍAS 
Photographing Border Consciousness: Norma Elia Cantú’s Canícula:  
Snapshots of a Girlhood en la Frontera  ...................................................................  311 

BREANNE ROBERTSON 
Mayans, Maize, and the Middle West: Remaking U.S. Identity  
in the Ames Mural Competition  ...............................................................................  329 

BERNDT OSTENDORF 
The Rise and Fall of Multicultural Theory and Practice: The Ideological 
Contradictions of Belonging  ....................................................................................  349 

 

CONTRIBUTORS  ........................................................................................................  367 

 



Introduction: Spaces, Communities, and Discourses  
in Inter-American Studies 

SASKIA HERTLEIN AND JOSEF RAAB 

This volume is centrally concerned with difference as it expresses itself in terms of 
spaces, communities, and discourses in the contemporary Americas. In these three areas, 
groups and identities are delineated from within as well as from without. References to 
self and other, in-group and out-group intersect and are superimposed in the charting 
of identities and belonging. Agendas, ideologies, movements, and ideas on nation and 
citizenship interact with individual circumstances, class, ethnicity, gender, heritage, 
and a myriad of additional markers. The result of these negotiation processes are affili-
ations (by what Hollinger calls revocable consent) with some groups and a distancing 
from others. Changing circumstances and contexts will result in changing self-
identifications and in changing assessments of the other. In all these areas there is a 
strife for authority and for the right to define or establish difference. A space like the 
Brazilian rain forest is the lifeworld of different peoples and the site of divergent inter-
ests. A community like the “radical women of color” whose work is collected in the 
feminist anthology This Bridge Called My Back (1981) establishes itself on the basis 
of gender, ethnicity, and political orientation. And a discourse like the talk of “Euro-
Americans” in Samuel P. Huntington’s Who are We? The Challenges to America’s 
National Identity (2004) highlights citizenship, the so-called “American Creed,” reli-
gion, and rootedness as markers of an in-group.  

The examples mentioned above might suggest clear distinctions in identity poli-
tics between designations based on either spaces or communities or discourses. How-
ever, more often than not, those areas tend to be superimposed or interconnected. This 
conjunction becomes clear, for example, in the notion of Abya Yala. In the Kuna lan-
guage Abya Yala refers to a space, the American continent. The designation has been 
taken over by other indigenous communities, making it a name behind which various 
indigenous peoples of the Americas can unite—regardless of the spaces they inhabit. 
By using Abya Yala rather than “America,” these communities as well as activists out-
side them establish a political discourse that highlights the evils of colonialism and 
coloniality and that defends indigenous rights. In the notion of Abya Yala, therefore, a 
spatial designation has come to also be used as a community marker and as a political 
discourse. As such, it charts identities of self and other, and its espousal signals self-
declared belonging to a particular community.  

The essays collected in this volume present various case studies of charting iden-
tity and belonging on the basis of spaces, communities, and discourses. Other fac-
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tors—like the nation, gender, or class—certainly impact these processes. In the spaces, 
communities, and discourses examined here, we encounter more heterogeneity than 
homogeneity, more dynamism than stasis, more internal strife than unity. A case in 
point is the U.S.-Mexican border region, which is addressed in six of the essays in this 
volume (Sawhney, McClennen, Tonn, Dieterich, Schemien, Melgar Pernías). Different 
communities and discourses intersect and interact in this border space, as do ideolo-
gies, cultural practices, and instruments of state power. Other sites of interactions, in-
tersections, and transfers from New York City to Caracas and Rio de Janeiro are ex-
plored with a view to competitions, contrasts, and confluences (Portocarrero, López 
Maya, Neumann, Robertson). These locally specific studies are complemented by es-
says on translocal issues (Raab, Smith, Hertlein) as well as by essays foregrounding 
ethnic belonging (Luckmann de Lopez, Horn, Pointner) and political motivations 
(Martínez Novo, Ostendorf). While this categorization suggests clear boundaries, the 
essays themselves reveal that in most cases spaces, communities, and discourses im-
pact the charting of identity and belonging all at the same time.  

Apart from the common theme, what ties these essays together is their shared in-
ter-American perspective—a perspective that is well aware of specificities and con-
trasts but that is also open to a consideration of the bigger picture of the Western Hem-
isphere. While the nation matters in this bigger picture, it does not limit the scope of 
analysis. As Josef Raab points out in proposing a hemispheric turn, issues, practices, 
and texts of the Americas ought to be considered “neither same nor separate.” Areas 
that are of particular interest to the Inter-Americanist, he points out, include (a) com-
parative hemispheric approaches (as taken here in the essays by Raab, Schemien, 
Smith, Hertlein), (b) the analysis of transfers and flows (as performed in the essays by 
Dieterich, Portocarrero, Neumann, Pointner, Robertson), and (c) a recognition of inter-
sections and impacts (as carried out in the essays by Sawhney, McClennen, Tonn, 
López Maya, Luckmann de Lopez, Horn, Martínez Novo, Melgar Pernías, Ostendorf) 
(“Neither” 3).1  

    
The engagement with spaces in this collection is indebted to Henri Lefebvre’s ground-
breaking La Production de l’espace (1974; The Production of Space, 1991) and the 
idea that spaces are socially constructed. This notion is applied to the Americas in our 
volume, especially to border spaces. While Lefebvre was not the first scholar to point 
to the significance of space in our academic practice, his work may be said to have 
been most influential. In a lecture given in 1967, Michel Foucault had preceded Le-
febvre in identifying space, simultaneity, and dispersal as major characteristics of con-
temporary times (317, 328). In the following decades the notion of space has been re-
considered from various perspectives and in a variety of academic fields, influencing 

                                                 
1  Focusing on transnational American Studies rather than hemispheric studies, Shelley Fisher 

Fishkin has proposed three similar categories of transnational scholarship, which she labels 
“broadening the frame,” “exploring the cross-fertilization of cultures,” and “renewed at-
tention to travel and to how texts travel” (31, emphasis in the original).  




