Jens Martin Gurr, Wilfried Raussert (Eds.)

Cityscapes in the Americas and Beyond

Representations of Urban Complexity in Literature and Film



INTER-AMERICAN STUDIES

Cultures — Societies — History

ESTUDIOS INTERAMERICANOS

Culturas — Sociedades — Historia

Volume 4

Series Editors:

Josef Raab
(North American Studies, University of Duisburg-Essen)

Sebastian Thies
(Latin American Studies and Media Studies, Bielefeld University)

Editorial Board:

Luzelena Gutiérrez de Velasco
(Literary Theory and Women’s Studies, Colegio de México)

Maria Herrera-Sobek
(Chicana/o Studies, University of California at Santa Barbara)

Djelal Kadir
(Comparative Literature, Pennsylvania State University)

Olaf Kaltmeier
(Sociology and History of the Americas, Bielefeld University)

Gary Francisco Keller
(Latina/o Studies, Film Studies, and Art History, Arizona State University)

Carmen Martinez Novo
(Social Anthropology and Indigeneity, FLACSO, Quito)

Stefan Rinke
(Latin American History, Free University of Berlin)



Jens Martin Gurr, Wilfried Raussert (Eds.)

Cityscapes in the Americas
and Beyond

Representations of Urban Complexity in
Literature and Film

BE Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier

Copublished by
Bilingual Press / Editorial Bilingiie



Cityscapes in the Americas and Beyond
Representations of Urban Complexity in Literature and Film / Jens Martin Gurr,
Wilfried Raussert (Eds.). —
(Inter-American Studies | Estudios Interamericanos; 4)
Trier : WVT Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier, 2011
ISBN 978-3-86821-324-9
Tempe, AZ : Bilingual Press / Editorial Bilingiie
ISBN 978-1-931010-82-5

Cover Artwork: Daniel Bléaser
Cover Photographs: Elisabeth Hagopian and Jens Martin Gurr
Cover Design: Brigitta Disseldorf

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Cityscapes in the Americas and beyond : representations of urban complexity in
literature and film / Jens Martin Gurr, Wilfried Raussert (eds.).
p- cm. -- (Inter-American studies = Estudios interamericanos ; v. 4)

Includes bibliographical references.

ISBN 978-1-931010-82-5 (alk. paper) -- ISBN 978-3-86821-324-9 (alk. paper)

1. American fiction--20th century--History and criticism. 2. Fiction--20th century--
History and criticism. 3. City and town life in literature. 4. Inner cities in literature. 5.
Cities and towns in literature. 6. Public space in literature. 7. City and town life in
motion pictures. 8. Cities and towns in motion pictures. I. Gurr, Jens Martin, 1974- 1.
Raussert, Wilfried.

PS374.C5C55 2011

809.3'9358209732--dc23

2011026993
© WVT Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier, 2011
No part of this book, covered by the copyright hereon,
may be reproduced or used in any form or by any means
without prior permission of the publisher.
Publisher: Copublisher:
WVT Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier Bilingual Press / Editorial Bilingiie
Postfach 4005, 54230 Trier Hispanic Research Center
BergstraBie 27, 54295 Trier Arizona State University
Tel. 0049 651 41503, Fax 41504 PO Box 875303
http://www.wvttrier.de Tempe, AZ 85287-5303
wvt@wvttrier.de http://www.asu.edu/brp

brp@asu.edu



Contents

JENS MARTIN GURR AND WILFRIED RAUSSERT
Introduction 1

JENS MARTIN GURR
The Representation of Urban Complexity and the Problem of Simultaneity:
A Sketchy Inventory of Strategies 11

I LITERARY IMAGINARIES OF URBAN COMPLEXITY

UTKU MOGULTAY
Cracks in the Urban Utopia:
The Chicago World’s Fair of 1893 in Thomas Pynchon’s Against the Day 39

HATICE BAY
Paul Auster’s In the Country of Last Things:
A Journey into a Thousand Heterotopias and Flows of Becoming 53

BIANCA BRINKMANN AND MARCEL THOENE
The Provincial Metropolis: The Function of the Urban as

Dynamic Agency in Paul Auster’s The Brooklyn Follies 63
STEFANIE WEYMANN

Performing New York, Narrating Urban Complexity:

E.L. Doctorow’s Homer and Langley 77

MELANIE U. POOCH
The Transcultural Novel and the Urban Complexity of Los Angeles:
Narrative Transculturation and Karen Tei Yamashita’s Tropic of Orange 85

WILFRIED RAUSSERT
Global Cities and Cosmopolitanism Revisited:
Inter-American Mobility in Karen Tei Yamashita’s Tropic of Orange 99

JULIA BORST
Spaces of Violence:
The Construction of the Cityscape in Lyonel Trouillot’s Fiction 117

CHRISTINA SEELIGER
The City from Afar:
Representations of Urbanity in Recent Indian-American Literature 133



vi

MARCUS HARTNER
Psychogeography and (In)Sanity:
Walking London, New York, and Dubai with Will Self

JOSHUA PARKER
Simultaneous Narratives: Re-Storing Jewish-American Memory in Berlin

II. ENTR’ACTES: INTERMEDIAL EXPLORATIONS OF URBAN COMPLEXITY

BERIT MICHEL
Urban Identity in a State of Flux: Strategies of Representing
Simultaneity, Chaos, and Complexity in Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close

FRANK ERIK POINTNER
Deep Gutters and Monolithic Blocks:
The Representation of Urban Complexity in Eric Drooker’s Graphic Art

CHRISTOPH SCHAUB
Conflicting Imaginaries of Urban Socio-Cultural Complexity:
Diversity and Division in Contemporary U.S.-American Cultural Production

III. CELLULOID COMPLEXCITIES

BETSY VAN SCHLUN
Berlin—A Mazing Metropolis:
Representations in Films of the Weimar Republic

BOND LOVE
“Architectural jungle” or the “sum of its people™?
Policing Post-War Urban Space in Anthony Mann’s Side Street (1950)

MIRIAM BRANDEL, MARIE LUISE GLOYSTEIN,

JWAN MIRO, SASKIA NOLTE, AND NILS RASCHE

The Cinematic City: The Point of Arrival as a Clash of Spaces in the Films
Midnight Cowboy, Great Expectations, and Day Night Day Night

GRACIELA MARTINEZ-ZALCE
Mexico City:
Public and Private Spaces in the Work of Four Female Filmmakers

CONTRIBUTORS

145

157

173

197

211

229

243

257

267

287



