Martin Middeke (General Editor)

Contemporary Drama in English



Contemporary Drama in English

Volume 18

Merle Ténnies, Christina Flotmann (eds.)

Narrative in Drama



Contemporary Drama in English

Narrative in Drama

Papers given on the occasion
of the nineteenth annual conference
of the
German Society for
Contemporary Theatre and Drama in English

Edited for the society
by Merle Ténnies and Christina Flotmann

Bt Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier



Narrative in Drama
Papers given on the occasion of the nineteenth annual conference
of the German Society for Contemporary Theatre and Drama in English /
ed. for the society by Merle Tonnies, Christina Flotmann. -
Trier : WVT Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier, 2011
(Contemporary Drama in English ; Vol. 18)
ISBN 978-3-86821-315-7

CDE is published once a year by the German Society

for Contemporary Theatre and Drama in English.

Inquiries should be addressed to the general editor,

Prof. Dr. Martin Middeke, Englische Literaturwissenschaft,
Universitit Augsburg, Universititsstr. 10, D-86159 Augsburg

Umschlaggestaltung: Brigitta Disseldorf

© WVT Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier, 2011
ISBN 978-3-86821-315-7

Alle Rechte vorbehalten

WVT Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier
Bergstrafle 27, 54295 Trier

Postfach 4005, 54230 Trier

Tel.: (0651) 41503 / 9943344, Fax: 41504
Internet: http://www.wvttrier.de

e-mail: wvt@wvttrier.de



CONTENTS

Acknowledgements

MERLE TONNIES, CHRISTINA FLOTMANN
Introducing Narrative in Drama

I. THE AUTHENTICITY OF THEATRICAL DISCOURSES

JONATHAN BIGNELL, DEREK PAGET, HEATHER SUTHERLAND,
L1B TAYLOR
Narrativising the Facts: Acting in Screen and Stage Docudrama

MARGARETE RUBIK

Fragmented Biographies: Restoring a Voice to Guantanamo Pris-
oners: Brittain and Slovo’s Guantanamo: ‘Honor Bound to Defend
Freedom’

ROLAND WEIDLE
Mimetic Narration: Documentary Theatre and the Staging of Truth

HANA PAVELKOVA
Theatre, Stage Reading or Journalism? David Hare’s Performance

of Via Dolorosa and Wall

TOM MAGUIRE
Performing Evaluation in the Stand-Up Theatre of Claire Dowie

JANELLE REINELT
The Epistemology of First-Person Narrative

21

53

63

81

93

107



II. THE AMBIGUOUS FUNCTIONS OF NARRATIVE IN DRAMA

WOLFGANG FUNK
Re-Imagining England — Myths of Identity and Community in Jez
Butterworth’s Jerusalem

SARAH GROCHALA

A Form of Ethics: The Disrupted and Misappropriated Story in the
Monodramas of Mark Ravenhill

NILS WILKINSON
Ravenhill’s Pool of Narrative Products: Theatre in the Conflict
Area of Pretension and Presumption

CHRISTOPHER INNES
Tall Tales and Bedtime Stories: Self-Reflexive Narrativity in Mod-
ern Irish Drama

DEIRDRE OSBORNE
How Do We Get the Whole Story? Contra-dictions and Counter-
narratives in debbie tucker green’s Dramatic-Poetics

ALEKS SIERZ
“D’You Really Give My Scribbling that Much Thought?” Narrative
Games in the Plays of Martin Crimp

DENNIS KELLY, ALEKS SIERZ
Narrative in Contemporary Drama (Dennis Kelly in
Conversation with Aleks Sierz)

Notes on Contributors

Indexes

123

141

155

167

181

207

227

245

249



Acknowledgements

We are very grateful to all those who contributed papers and fuelled the
lively discussions at the 19™ annual conference of the German Society
for Contemporary Theatre and Drama in English (CDE) held at Pader-
born, 3 to 6 June 2010. Many thanks also go to the CDE Board for let-
ting us have the benefit of their experience with CDE conferences
throughout the preparation process. Moreover, we would like to ac-
knowledge the generous financial support of German Research Foun-
dation (DFG), Universititsgesellschaft Paderborn and Paderborn Uni-
versity and to thank Liborianum Paderborn for hosting the event and
looking after us so well.

A big thank you goes to the many helpers whose hard work before
and during the conference made it run so smoothly — in alphabetical
order: Ines Adermann, Carsten Briick, Joana Briining, Heike Busch-
mann, Ina Grimm, Petra Hagmaier, Julia Huneke, Hannah Mohring,
Isabella Schwiede and Petra Tegtmeier. Special thanks are due to Markus
Tank for designing our conference poster in his spare-time, to Joana
Briining for transcribing the interview with Dennis Kelly, to Dirk
Schumacher for technical backup and to Nele Reichert for her inde-
fatigable support throughout the editing process for this volume. We are
grateful to be part of the CDE series and thank Martin Middeke and
Christina Wald for never getting tired of answering all our questions.

Merle Ténnies Christina Flotmann

March 2011





