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Nick Asbury∗ 
 
23 April 2020 at 10:32 
 
Will, I am William 
says Wordsworth to Shakespeare 
Will I was 
replies Shakspeare punningly 
 
I am Wordsworth 
says Wordsworth, losing the Will 
Ah, I know words' worth 
replies Shakspere punningly 
 
I am Wordsworthian 
says Wordsworth worthily 
Who is Ian? 
replies Shaxper punningly 
 
Well, I was William 
says Wordsworth wearily 
Unwell I was, Williwas 
replies Shackespeare punningly 
 
No.1698 
#wordsworth #shakespeare 
  

                                                            
∗  All poems by Nick Asbury in this issue were previously published in Realtime Notes: 

Volume Three (2020) and Realtime Notes: Epilogue (2021). 
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Tabish Khair∗ 
 
Not Marble nor the Gilded Monuments 
 
Not dividends, nor shares, nor gilded bonds, 
Not all the mansions of them billionaires,  
Not Caribbean resorts, with palms and fronds, 
Not Harrods, Printemps with their branded wares, 
Are worth a fraction of these lines by moi, 
In which you'll live forever, never fear, 
With all eternity become your toy! 
I will make you more famous than Shakespeare,  
Whose lovers' names are mentioned in footnotes  
Of altiloquent tomes that no one reads. 
Why ask, O Love, if I own cars or boats, 
And can fulfil your materialist needs? 
O Love, when next I am down on my knees, 
Why ask once more about my royalties? 
 
 
 
 
Tabish Khair 
 
O, Truant Muse, what Shall be thy Amends 
 
O, truant Fact, just watch me now amend 
The factitious fiction I had proclaimed, 
Whose truth and beauty on my words depend, 
In this garden that I, not Adam, named. 
How dare such things unsubstantial as tracts,  
Figures, numbers, data, science, law restrain 
A man who does not think before he acts, 
And has only quick profit on his brain? 
I do defy you, Fact, to prove a thing, 
The vilest thing against me: if you do, 
My people dauntless will my praises sing, 
And blame the crimes you discover on you. 
They will accept as Gospel all my views, 
But you, O bitter Fact, will be Fake News! 
                                                            
∗  All poems by Tabish Khair in this issue were previously published in the collection 

QUARANTINED SONNETS: Sex, Money and Shakespeare (2020). 




